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after all, tolerable and that the schism might not
be permanent.
Meanwhile he prevented any direct action
on the part of the Pope in England and he pre-
vented a Nuncio from landing. Though the
first laws had been passed making the worship
in all the parish churches that of the new Anglican
Establishment, yet the authorities winked at a
large amount of toleration, going slowly in order
to do their work more thoroughly later on*
Men would take Communion in the Anglican
form, and later take it in the Catholic form from
the hands of the same parish priest; and Cecil
boasted that no man suffered on account of his
religion, only for treason to the State.
Throughout his life he continued to play
that card of national feeling as the strongest
he had in his game against Rome. Meanwhile,
though openly the ally of Spain and even depen-
dent upon Spain for maintaining Elizabeth's
insecure position, he was working underground
to produce an ultimate rupture with Spain, and
his genius was never better shown than when,
on the pretext of protecting them from piracy
and also of examining into the credentials of the
bullion they had on board, he detained in Eng-
lish ports the Spanish ships which had taken
refuge there from pirates, while on the way to